Detection of cytomegalovirus in clinical specimens using shell vial centrifugation and conventional cell culture.
Shell vial centrifugation and conventional cell culture methods for detecting cytomegalovirus (CMV) were compared in clinical specimens. Our data confirm that the shell vial centrifugation method is more sensitive and rapid than conventional cell culture; however, due to the shell vial method's problems with toxicity to the fibroblast monolayer, both methods must be performed if all specimens positive for CMV are to be detected.